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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responding to application filed 9/26/01. 

2. Claims 1 - 20 are pending. Independent claims are 1, 8, 16. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 1/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3.1 Applicant argues that the referenced prior art does not disclose * ... receiving a 
plurality of program and providing simultaneously to each of a plurality of 
receiving devices a respective one of the plurality of programs ... "(see 
Remarks Page 11, Lines 21-24) ; (see Remarks Page 12, Lines 22-25) ; (see 
Remarks Page 13, Lines 7-9) 

Examiner must reiterate, the Ellis (6,774,926) prior art discloses: a) a plurality 
of programs (see Ellis col. 1, lines 26-30: plurality of programs), b) programs 
provided simultaneously to each of the destinations (i.e. receiving devices) one 
of the programs, (see Ellis col. 1, lines 32-35: receive programs from a channel 
(i.e. one program at a time)) Applicant's definition is clearly equivalent to the 
Ellis disclosure. Multiple programs being filtered in order to deliver one of the 
multiple programs to a receiving device over a channel. The Ellis prior art 
discloses an equivalent entity as applicant's invention. 
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3.2 Applicant argues that the referenced prior art does not disclose "... a plurality of 
receiving devices connected to a reproduction element ..." (see Remarks Page 
9, Lines 28-29) 

The Applicant Specification discloses that the reproduction element is connected 
to the output of a receiving device, (see Specification Paragraph [0020], Lines 
3-4) The Ellis (6,774,926) prior art discloses a reproduction device (i.e. video 
camera) connected to a destination (i.e. receiving device, personal computer) 
for the capture (i.e. reproduction) of a program, (see Ellis col. 3, lines 58-61; 
col. 6, lines 1-8: reproduction capability device connected to receiving device) 

3.3 Applicant argues that the referenced prior art does not disclose "... a switch ... 
" (see Remarks Page 9) 

Examiner must reiterate, by definition, a switch channels incoming data from 
multiple input ports to an output port that will take the data to its intended 
destination (i.e. one or more receiving devices). 

(1 . http://searchnetworking.techtarget.com/sDefinition/0„sid7_gci21 3079,00. html) 
A definition is an accepted and well known in the art explanation of a term such 
as a switch. 

The Ellis (6,774,926) prior art discloses a system (i.e. a server, a device), which 
receives the input of programs and its transmission to a set of destination 
devices. This capability is equivalent to a switch, (see Ellis col. 1 , lines 30-32: 
server system; col. 1 , lines 26-30: provide plurality of programs transmitted to 
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multiple destinations) Multiple program contributors operate to provide input 
(i.e. a plurality of programs, broadcast or Internet) for the Ellis (6,774,926) prior 
art. (see Ellis col. 1 , lines 26-30: plurality of programs) Then, the resulting 
output is simultaneously transmitted to multiple destinations (i.e. receiving 
units). Each receiving unit receives one specific program at a time, (see Ellis 
col. 1, lines 32-35: receive programs from a channel (i.e. one program at a 
time)) 

3.4 The examiner has considered the applicant's remarks concerning the delivery of 
a program selected from multiple programs. 

After an additional analysis of the applicant's invention, remarks, and a search of 
the available prior art, it was determined that the current set of prior art 
consisting of Ellis (6,774,926) and Killian (6,136,316) discloses the applicant's 
invention including disclosures in Remarks dated September 11, 2006. 

Claim Rejection- 35 USC § 103 
The text of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellis 
et al. (US Patent No. 6,774,926) in view of Killian (US Patent No. 6,163,316). 

Regarding Claim 1, Ellis discloses a receiver of data coming from many programs, the 
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receiver comprising a first program receiving device, characterized in that the receiver 
moreover comprises: 

a) a plurality of other program receiving devices adapted to receive programs 
according to a pre-established criterion; (see Ellis Figure 1 (36 and 38); col. 1 , 
lines 26-35; col. 3, lines 19-23; col. 9, lines 16-19; col. 3, lines 30-35: multiple 
viewers utilizing user equipment (i.e. receiving devices) for channels (i.e. 
programs), list of channels (i.e. programs) developed based on user preferences 
(i.e. pre-established criterion, user profile parameters), receiver devices 
connected via interface circuit (i.e. communications links)) 

Ellis does not disclose a reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) element and 
a switch (i.e. an interface). However, Killian discloses: 

b) a reproduction element; (see Killian col. 4, lines 20-28: reproduction (i.e. audio, 
media) generation element) and 

c) a switch, which is connected to the reproduction element , wherein the switch is 
adapted to selectively connect each of the plurality of program receiving devices 
to the reproduction element, (see Killian col. 4, lines 20-28; col. 5, lines 27-29: 
interface (i.e. switch) for reproduction element) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ellis to utilize a reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) 
element and provide an interface (i.e. switch) as taught by Killian. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would be motivated to employ Killian in order to enable users to intelligently 
select, schedule, and record programs within a network connected environment, (see 
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Killian col. 3, lines 27-33: "... an electronic programming guide ... viewers to more 
intelligently select, schedule, and record viewing opportunities according to viewer 
profiles and information received . . . ") 

Regarding Claim 2, Ellis discloses a receiver as claimed in claim 1, characterized in 
that it comprises a program indication element which shows a list of the programs that 
correspond to said pre-established criterion, (see Ellis col. 3, lines 19-23; col. 13, lines 
29-35, col. 13, lines 51-53: list of channels (programs) display based on predetermined 
set of rules (pre-established criterion) such as specific user preferences and user profile 
parameters (i.e. favorites)) 

Regarding Claim 3, Ellis discloses a receiver as claimed in claim 1, characterized in 
that the pre-established criterion corresponds to a certain number of programs higher 
than the number of receiving devices and in that the receiver comprises a program 
indication element which shows the list of a part of the programs evolving as a function 
of the user's choice, (see Ellis col. 13, lines 29-35, col. 13, lines 51-53; col. 9, lines 16- 
19: each user generates personal channels (programs) in addition to standard 
(broadcast) channels, total number of channels is greater than number of user 
equipment (receivers), list of programs generated based on user preferences) 

Regarding Claim 4, Ellis discloses a receiver as claimed in one of the claims 1 , 
characterized in that the access of the programs takes place in a sequential manner by 
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clearing and loading one of the receiving devices, (see Ellis col. 9, lines 41-44; col. 9, 
line 61 - col. 10, line 16: access to selected channels (programs) using user interface, 
user equipment (receiver) tuned to new channel after channel selection is completed, 
channel selection can be sequential) 

Regarding Claim 5, Ellis discloses a receiver as claimed in one of the claims 1, 
characterized in that the programs come from the Internet, (see Ellis col. 1 , lines 32-35; 
col. 3, lines 30-33: communications utilizing the Internet) 

Regarding Claim 6, Ellis discloses a method of receiving data coming from many 
programs used in a receiver as claimed in one of the claims 1, characterized in that it 
comprises the following steps: 

a) making up a list of programs that may be received, (see Ellis col. 13, lines 29-35; 
col. 13, lines 51-53: list of channels (programs) generated) 

b) simultaneously receiving a plurality of programs of said list, (see Ellis col. 15, lines 
40-47: simultaneous display of channel (program) and related channel (program) 
information) 

c) selecting one of the programs from said plurality, (see Ellis col. 9, lines 41-44; col. 

9, line 61 - col. 10, line 16: access to selected channels (programs) using user 
interface, user equipment (receiver) tuned to new channel) 

Regarding Claim 7, Ellis discloses a method as claimed in claim 6, characterized in 
that a change of said plurality clears at least one reception to receive another program 
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of said list, (see Ellis col. 9, lines 41-44; col. 9, line 61 - col. 10, line 16: access to 
selected channels (programs) using user interface, user equipment (receiver) tuned to 
new channel after channel selection is completed) 

Regarding Claim 8, Ellis discloses an apparatus, comprising: 

a) a receiver, (see Ellis col. 1, lines 26-35: a viewer (i.e. receiver)) including: 

b) a plurality of receiving devices; (see Ellis col. 1 , lines 47-51 : multiple user 
equipment (i.e. receiving devices)) 

c) a reproduction element; (see Killian col. 4, lines 20-28: reproduction (i.e. sound, 
audio, media) generation element) and 

d) a switch connected to the reproduction element, wherein the switch is adapted to 
selectively connect each of the receiving devices to the reproduction element, 
(see Killian col. 4, lines 20-28; col. 5, lines 27-29: an interface (i.e. a switch) for 
reproduction element) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ellis to utilize a reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) 
element and provide an interface (i.e. switch) as taught by Killian. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would be motivated to employ Killian in order to enable users to intelligently 
select, schedule, and record programs within a network connected environment, (see 
Killian col. 3, lines 27-33) 

Regarding Claim 9, Ellis discloses an apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein each of 



Application/Control Number: 09/963,630 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2143 

the plurality of receiving stations is adapted to process a program received from an 
interface circuit, (see Ellis col. 3, lines 30-33; col. 10, lines 30-33: programs processed 
utilizing communications link (i.e. an interface circuit)) 

Regarding Claim 10, Ellis discloses an apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
receiver is adapted to receive a plurality of programs simultaneously and each of the 
plurality of receiving devices is adapted to receive one of the plurality of programs, (see 
Ellis col. 1, lines 26-35; col. 10, lines 30-33: multiple programs available to receiving 
devices, one of the programs received by receiving device) 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Ellis discloses an apparatus wherein connects one of the 
receiving devices and one of the programs is provided, (see Ellis col. 1 , lines 26-35; col. 
1 , lines 47-51 : provide programs to receiving device) Ellis does not disclose a 
reproduction element and an interface (i.e. a switch)). However, Killian discloses an 
apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein the switch connects to the reproduction 
element and program is provided to the reproduction element (see Killian col. 4, lines 
20-28; col. 5, lines 27-29: an interface (i.e. a switch) to utilizing reproduction element) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ellis to utilize a reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) 
element and an interface (i.e. a switch) as taught by Killian. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would be motivated to employ Killian in order to enable users to intelligently select, 
schedule, and record programs within a network connected environment, (see Killian 
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col. 3, lines 27-33) 
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Regarding Claim 12, 20, Ellis discloses a method wherein program receiving devices 
comprises a display screen, (see Ellis col. 9, lines 56-60: specific user interface (i.e. 
display screen) utilized by program receiving system) Ellis does not disclose the 
reproduction element. However, Killian discloses an apparatus and a method as recited 
in claims 8, 15, wherein utilizing a reproduction element, (see Killian col. 4, lines 20-28: 
reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) generation element) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ellis to utilize a reproduction (i.e. audio, media) element 
as taught by Killian. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Killian 
in order to enable users to intelligently select, schedule, and record programs within a 
network connected environment, (see Killian col. 3, lines 27-33) 

Regarding Claim 13, Ellis discloses an apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further 
comprising a remote control box having a plurality of positions, wherein each of the 
positions corresponds to a program of one of the receiving devices, (see Ellis col. 5, 
lines 48-53; col. 9, lines 32-38; col. 9, lines 41-44: remote control box utilized, multiple 
position controls (i.e. channel up/down buttons) utilized for program selection) 

Regarding Claim 14, Ellis discloses an apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
remote control box is adapted to change the program at each of the receiving devices. 
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(see Ellis col. 5, lines 48-53; col. 11, lines 53-57; col. 11, lines 60-64: remote control 
box, password authentication enables program control over other receiving device) 

Regarding Claim 15, Ellis discloses an apparatus as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
remote control box is adapted to rotate the program from one of the receiving devices to 
another of the receiving devices, (see Ellis col. 5, lines 48-53; col. 11, lines 53-57; col. 
1 1 , lines 60-64: remote control device, password authentication enables program 
control over other receiving device) 

Regarding Claim 16, Ellis discloses a method, comprising: 

a) receiving a plurality of programs; (see Ellis col. 1, lines 26-35: multiple programs 
available) 

b) providing simultaneously to each of a plurality of receiving devices a respective 
one of the plurality of programs; (see Ellis col. 1 , lines 26-35; col. 1 , lines 47-51 ; 
col. 10, lines 30-33: programs delivered to receiving devices) and 

Ellis discloses providing one or the plurality of programs to receiving devices. 
Ellis does not disclose a reproduction element. However, Killian discloses: 

c) a reproduction element, (see Killian col. 4, lines 20-28: reproduction (i.e. audio, 
media) generation element) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ellis to utilize a reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) 
element as taught by Killian. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
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employ Killian in order to enable users to intelligently select, schedule, and record 
programs within a network connected environment, (see Killian col. 3, lines 27-33) 

Regarding Claim 17, Ellis discloses a method as claimed in claim 16, further 
comprising changing the plurality of programs provided to each of the receiving devices, 
(see Ellis col. 4, lines 55-58: change set of programs available to receiving devices) 

Regarding Claim 18, Ellis discloses a method as claimed in claim 16, further 
comprising processing each of the programs provided to the plurality of receiving 
devices, (see Ellis col. 10, lines 18-22; col. 10, lines 30-33: processed programs 
provided to receiving devices) 

Regarding Claim 19, Ellis discloses a method further comprising changing the one 
program provided, (see Ellis col. 9, lines 41-44: program change processed by receiving 
device) Ellis does not disclose the reproduction element. However, Killian discloses a 
method as recited in claim 17, further comprising the reproduction element, (see Killian 
col. 4, lines 20-28: reproduction (i.e. audio, media) generation element) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ellis to utilize a reproduction (i.e. sound, audio, media) 
element as taught by Killian. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Killian in order to enable users to intelligently select, schedule, and record 
programs within a network connected environment, (see Killian col. 3, lines 27-33) 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyung H. Shin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
+ Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kyung H Shin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 
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KHS 

November 20, 2006 




